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In 1912, having just survived the sinking
of the Titanic, Sir Cosmo Duff Gordon
referred to the event as “a rather serious

evening, you know.” At the end of the Sec-
ond World War in 1945, Emperor Hirohito
of Japan announced in his surrender speech
that, “the war in the Pacific has not neces-
sarily developed in Japan’s favour.” If you
Google “greatest understatements of all
time,” these are the quotes that tend to pop
up first.

In the spirit of those statements, I offer
my own observation that 2016 has not been
a great year for the world’s progressives.
This year, the world has largely sat by while
Syria burned. A gang of fools promising a
mythical cake that could be both ‘had’ and
‘eaten’ conned the British public into think-
ing that xenophobia, as public policy,
would make Britain great again. On this
side of the Atlantic, a thin-skinned, menda-
cious, misogynistic huckster was elected
President of the United States. In both
cases, significant segments of the elec-
torate, tired of politicians, simply stayed
home on voting day. It’s hard not to be
glum about the world’s prospects. And
yet… and yet…

When I woke up on the morning of No-
vember 9th to take in the news, I must con-
fess some moments of despair. After some
reflection, however, it occurred to me that
the feeling was, well, familiar. Being a her-

itage advocate, an environmentalist, a civil
rights activist, or any sort of progressive
means that you get pretty used to being on
the losing side. This particular loss may
seem momentous, but for us it is more or
less business as usual. 

That thought provoked a moment of
what you might call ‘moral clarity’.
Racism, misogyny, and authoritarianism
have been prowling the darker corners of
our society for a long time. But it’s hard to
hunt what you can’t see. Now, the lights
have been switched on. The beasts that cir-
cle us are not just eyes glowing in the dark.
We can see them for what they are.

Most of the time, citizenship is a pretty
lazy exercise. We pay our taxes. We vote.
We read the newspaper and grouse about
politicians. Perhaps we give a little to char-
ity. This has been pretty much the norm
since the upheavals of the 1960s. For the
decades since, we’ve clung to the proposi-
tion that wealth and possessions (or what
comedian George Carlin called “stuff”) will
bring us happiness – even though the mere
experience of growing up shows most of us
(except for some billionaires, perhaps) that
our greatest joys flow from finding mean-
ing. 

With that in mind, it appears that 2017
will give us a great gift – the chance to
stand up for something that matters. It will
be an opportunity to demonstrate that pro-

gressive morality is a thing worth defend-
ing, even if it costs us.

Now I know that this is an archaeological
periodical and not the New York Times. I
know that our problems seem far removed
from open conflict, climate change, eco-
nomic woes, and fear of the ‘Other’. But if
you tilt the picture and squint a little, they
are all the same problem. The ugliness that
has seized the agenda this year is, in the
words of Dickens’ Ghost of Christmas
Present, a product of man’s children – Ig-
norance and Want. It is up to all of us, as
progressives, to promote a narrative in
which acknowledging Indigenous rights,
environmental justice, and a respectful
democratic process are the cures to what
ails us, not the causes.

In the vast landscape of these issues, ar-
chaeology and heritage form but a small
garden. But that garden is ours to plant,
tend and weed. If we can do so in a way
which acknowledges the peoples who lived
here before us, that welcomes the voices of
‘the Other’ and embraces sharing, respect
and reconciliation, we will have done our
part in the larger struggle. As we roll up our
sleeves and prepare for the work to be done,
I wish you joy.

Paul Racher
President

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
DISCOMFORT AND JOY

SYMPOSIUM 2017 
By Bonnie Glencross

The Grand River Chapter would like to extend a huge ‘Thank
you’ to those who generously supported and participated in
the annual symposium held in Waterloo, Ontario on No-

vember 4-6, 2016.  The symposium was an overwhelming success
with a total of 206 registrants (50 of whom were students). We are
also proud to acknowledge all of the student participants, whether
presenters or volunteers. This includes 14 students who delivered

papers, five posters submitted by students and 15 student volun-
teers.  

Highlights of the conference included the Friday evening ple-
nary with Dr. Douglas Hunter at the Waterloo Regional Museum,
the Saturday session providing a 25 year retrospective on the pub-
lication, The Archaeology of Southern Ontario to A.D. 1650,
the Saturday evening banquet at which Dr. Susan Pfeiffer was
awarded the prestigious J. Norman Emerson Silver Medal, and the
engaging RARE and Huron Natural Area walking tours. 
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RECOGNIZING OUR AWARD WINNERS
By Bill Ross, 
Member Services Director

The OAS Board of Directors pre-
sented two awards at the 2017
Symposium banquet. A third

award, the Student Paper Award, was
given after the conference ended. 

The prestigious J. Norman Emerson
Silver Medal was presented to Dr. Susan
Pfeiffer of the University of Toronto. Dr.
Pfeiffer, a physical anthropologist who
worked with Ontario archaeologists for
many years,  authored and edited many
publications and provided much valuable
assistance to archaeology on the nature of
ancestral remains and their contexts. 

The J. Norman Emerson Silver Medal
is awarded on occasion to an outstanding
Ontario non-professional archaeologist
whose life’s work has been consistently of
the highest standard, who has made an ex-
ceptional contribution to the development
of Ontario archaeology and who has
earned acclaim for excellence and
achievement. It is the highest honour the
Society can bestow and, in the words of President Paul Racher in
his congratulatory letter to Dr. Pfeiffer, it is “…one we believe you
richly deserve for the contributions you have made to our commu-

nity.” Susan is a very worthy winner! 
The Award for Excellence in Publishing was given to the Peter-

borough Chapter of the OAS for its 2015 book Peterborough Ar-
chaeology. This award is offered to an individual, group, or firm in

order to recognize contributions and ac-
complishments in publishing works deal-
ing with North Eastern Archaeology.
Edited by Dirk Verhulst with layout by
Grant Karcich, this volume is a compila-
tion of submitted articles, updates, and
new material from members of the chap-
ter. It follows from the 2014 OAS Sym-
posium held in Peterborough and brings
together a wide array of information about
archaeology in ‘The Land Between’. The
award was presented to chapter president
Tom Mohr at the banquet; a number of
chapter authors were able to attend and be
recognized at the same time. 

Congratulations to everyone! The
Board of Directors is always looking for
nominations for OAS awards. Don’t wait
till next June or July to send in your rec-
ommendations. Check our website for de-
tails on criteria for each award. 

Dr. Susan Pfeiffer receives the J. Norman Emerson Silver Medal
from President Paul Racher and Executive Director Lorie Harris.

Members of the Peterborough Chapter accept the Award for Ex-
cellence in Publishing for Peterborough Archaeology.
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STUDENT PAPER-POSTER AWARD
By Nicole Brandon, 
Student Services Director

Again this year the Symposium featured a good number of
student papers and posters, and I’d be remiss if I didn’t
also acknowledge the many students who attended the

Symposium. Several universities and colleges were represented in-
cluding the local trio University of Waterloo, Wilfrid Laurier Uni-
versity and Conestoga College, as well as McMaster University,
University of Toronto, the University of Western Ontario, Trent
University, Fleming College, and finally the University of Georgia.
We were delighted to see such a strong contingent of students! 

Without further ado, the recipient of the Student Paper Award is
Kelly Gostick for her paper entitled If Pits Could Talk: An Analysis
of Younge Phase Western Basin Features. This colourful paper pre-
sented how seemingly mundane approaches to pit feature analyses
can yield beneficial interpretative results. Features were created
for a diverse array of needs and intent and they deserve our atten-
tion. We look forward to reading more about this soon in Kelly’s
MA thesis. Kelly will receive a free year’s membership and will
be offered the opportunity to have her paper reviewed for potential
publication by the OAS. 

An honourable mention goes to Amanda Suko for her paper en-
titled Practice Molds Place: Communities of Pottery Production
and Situated Identities at Location 3 (AgHk-54). The judges con-
sidered her presentation to be highly commendable as well. 

Finally, praise is extended to Drs. Bonnie Glencross and Gary
Warrick for giving their team of undergraduate students from Wil-
fred Laurier University the opportunity to participate in a project
and present their findings together. What a wonderful example of
cooperation, encouragement and support. We’d love to see more
of this! 

The winner of the  Student Paper-Poster
Award for 2016 was Kelly Gostick.

The performers, Mino Ode Kwewak N'gamowak (Good Hearted Women Singers), entertained
OAS members at the symposium banquet.   Kelly Laurila explains one of the songs they per-
formed.
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By Amy St. John, 
Chapter Services Director

Grand River: Besides being busy with
the OAS Symposium, the Grand River
Chapter held a talk on October 11th, by
Janet Gardner of Timmins Martelle Her-
itage Consultants, entitled ‘Really Cold
Cases: Identifying Historic Burials from
19th Century Jails in Ontario’. This covered
work that was conducted with TMHC at
several historic jails in the province.

Hamilton: The Hamilton Chapter’s Oc-
tober 20th talk was presented by Jim
Keron,  of Western University. He spoke
about ‘An Intro-Cemetery Analysis of the
Distribution of the Phenotypic Variables at
Kellis-2, Egypt’. 

Huronia:On November 16, 2016 Huro-
nia Chapter held a lecture on ‘The Contri-
butions of Dr. Edward William Bawtree,
M.D. to Ontario Archaeology’, given by
Dr. Conrad E. Heidenreich, Recipient of
the J. Norman Emerson Silver Medal from
the OAS in 2015. In this lecture Dr. Hein-
denreich shed light on Dr. Bawtree’s work
which had been previously ignored or un-
known to many Ontario archaeologists. 

London: The London Chapter meeting
on November 10, included speaker Dr.
Chris Ellis, Department of Anthropology,
University of Western Ontario. He spoke
about a current Paleoindian research proj-
ect that he is carrying out with Dr. Brian
Deller. His talk was entitled: ‘Ontario’s
Oldest Known Archaeological Site?: A Pre-
liminary Overview of the Rogers Fluted
Point Site in the Niagara Peninsula’. The
London Chapter hosted their annual Holi-
day Party on December 8th at the Museum
of Ontario Archaeology. 

Ottawa: The Ottawa Chapter held their
Annual General Meeting and Seasonal Cel-
ebration on December 15th. Their January
meeting will include speaker Barbara
Leskovec, Archaeologist, Parks Canada

lecturing on: ‘From Puddle to Cement: The
Development and Evolution of the Federal
Canal System’.  

Peterborough:The Peterborough Chap-
ter conducted their Annual General Meet-
ing on December 14th to review the latest
financial statement and elect the following
year’s executive among other administra-
tive matters, then enjoyed a little seasonal
social time featuring a pot-luck dinner. Pe-
terborough’s November 22nd speaker was
Dr. Daniel Rafuse, Universidad Nacional
del Centro de la Provincia de Buenos Aires
lecturing on: ‘Archaeology and actualistic
taphonomy in the plains, coastal and high-
land environments of the Pampas’.

Thunder Bay: The Thunder Bay Chap-
ter’s November 4th meeting included a
presentation by Dr. Jennifer Campbell. The
talk was entitled ‘Mughal Caravanserais:
Anchoring Landscapes of Identity, Ex-
change, and Power in Northern South

Asia’. 

Toronto: The Toronto Chapter’s No-
vember 16th talk was by Dr. Sascha
Priewe, Managing Director, Culture Cen-
tres, Royal Ontario Museum. The lecture
was on ‘Temporal & spatial entanglements
at the Neolithic Yuchisi site, China’.
Toronto Chapter held their Member’s
Christmas Party at the historic St.
Matthew’s Clubhouse in Riverdale Park on
December 14th.  

Windsor: On October 11th the Windsor
Chapter hosted Dr. Neal Ferris of Western
University, who spoke on: ‘The Western
Basin Late Woodland as Fluid Material and
Conceptual Borderlands’. The December
7th meeting featured Jim Keron, the Lon-
don Chapter President, speaking on his
PhD dissertation entitled: ‘Intra Cemetery
Analysis of the Distribution of Phenotypic
Variables at the Kellis-2 Cemetery, Egypt’. 

CHAPTER ROUND UP

Dr. Marti Latta was presented with her 50th anniversary pin
at the November 16 Toronto Chapter meeting
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By Rory MacKay

From time to time over the past 20 years, these pages have car-
ried news of the activities of the Ottawa Chapter of the Ontario
Archaeological Society along eastern Ontario’s Bonnechere
River. The reader might have wondered what led to activities
along that section of the river known in the 19th Century as the
‘Little Bonnechere’. 

The primary stimulus was the discovery of a projectile point at
Bonnechere Provincial Park on Round Lake. Park Superintend-
ent Jim Fraser had an artifact. He set out to determine its context.
Ultimately, that led to Spirits of the Little Bonnechere: a history
of exploration, logging and settlement, 1800 to 1920, Second
Edition.  

In 1994, members of the Ottawa Chapter of the OAS were in-
vited to attend a mini-conference on archaeology at Foy Provin-
cial Park and Bonnechere Provincial Park. The event was
organized by Park Superintendent Jim Fraser and Regional Ar-
chaeologist Chris J.-Andersen. Attending as well was Roderick
(Rory) MacKay, who had first become interested in the history
of that river in the winter of 1975-76 when he met and inter-
viewed four octogenarians who had grown up on farms in the
Algonquin Park section of the Bonnechere River. Rory was writ-
ing down what he had learned, and shared that history. 

OAS members (now including Rory) met again at Bonnechere
Provincial Park in 1995 to determine what level of interest there
was in investigating the archaeological resources of the section
of the Bonnechere River upstream from Round Lake. Plans were
made to investigate the logging depot known as Basin Depot. It
was in Algonquin Provincial Park, it had a long history, it was
accessible by road, and it was suitable for public participation. 

Members of the Ottawa Chapter began shovel testing at Basin
Depot one weekend in spring, and continued over a weekend in
the fall in 1996. Much support was provided by members of the
Friends of Bonnechere Parks, who also published Spirits of the
Little Bonnechere that year. The book provided a historical
background for all participants. The tragic death of Peggi Arm-
strong (a strong proponent of public participation) influenced the
extent of work on the river the following year, but did not deter it
in the long run. Over roughly two decades, in one location or an-
other along the Little Bonnechere River, the Ottawa Chapter ac-
tively used their archaeological skills to add to what was known. 

By 2015 there were no more active public digs. Other investi-
gations were still being carried out along the river. The Ottawa
Chapter participated in Archaeology Day at Bonnechere Provin-
cial Park, as it does annually. The last copy of Spirits of the Lit-
tle Bonnechere had been sold. The Friends of Bonnechere Parks
were financially unable to reprint the book. It seemed the history
of the river would be lost, except in libraries and used book-
stores. Rory approached The Friends of Algonquin Park to con-
sider a simple reprinting. That was not to happen. 

Instead, Rory and The Friends of Algonquin Park have pro-
duced an expanded Second Edition of the book. Incorporated
into the original text are corrections, a few updates, added pho-
tos, and an added map. Also included is a short, illustrated, new
chapter about the investigations of the Ottawa Chapter and their
public archaeology activities over two decades. An index was
added as well. 

It is excellent timing that the second edition has become avail-
able in the weeks leading up to a special anniversary year of the
Friends of Bonnechere Parks, who were such important partners
in the archaeology and in printing the original book. They are to
be congratulated for 25 years of service to the public and the
parks.

Your own copy of Spirits of the Little Bonnechere: A History
of Exploration, Logging and Settlement, 1800 to 1920, Second
Edition can be purchased from The Friends of Algonquin Park,
at their bookstore at the Algonquin Visitor Centre, or ordered on-
line at http://store.algonquinpark.on.ca/cgi/algonquinpark. All
profits from the sale of this book help to fund the work of The
Friends of Algonquin Park. The cost at the bookstore is $23.95
plus tax; shipping is extra. 

HISTORY REVISED, WITH ARCHAEOLOGY ADDED

Indispensable and indefatigable OAS volun-
teer Margaret Ann Fecteau, at the OAS Table
during the Waterloo Symposium.
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